
5/19/19    THE BRIDE OF CHRIST or the BODY OF CHRIST? 
 
10 am SS: 
 
Jewish marriage was often used as an example to Israel to describe their relationship with 
God.  The Jews had a far more elaborate tradition than we have in America today – 
sometimes that makes it difficult for us today to understand bible passages that use 
references to marriage, wife, husband. 
 
Several steps were always carried out in sequence: 
1. Betrothal (which involved the prospective groom’s traveling from his father’s house 
to the home of the prospective bride, paying the purchase price, and thus establishing the 
marriage covenant). 
2. The groom’s returning to his father’s house (which meant remaining separate from 
his bride for 12 months, during which time he prepared the bridal chamber & living 
accommodations for his wife in his father’s house). 
3. The groom’s coming for his bride at a time not known exactly to her, (Prior to the 
wedding ceremony, the bride underwent a ritual immersion for ritual cleansing) 
4. His return with her to the groom’s father’s house to consummate the marriage and 
to celebrate the wedding feast for the next seven days (during which the bride remained 
closeted in the bridal chamber).  Many would be invited to the 7 day celebration. 
 
At the Marriage of the Lamb we see all 4 steps taking place.   
 
Jeremiah 31:31 The covenant made by the Father (step 1) 
Mark 14:22-24 the last Supper during which Jesus verifies that He is the source of the 
New Testament in His blood. 
 
Heb. 9:14-18  His shed blood purchased the new testament – this was the bride price.   
John 6:62, John 14:1-4  Jesus returning from whence He came; preparing a place for 
His Bride (step 3).  The original meaning of "mansion" was simply house.  In the Greek it 
is dwelling place – not so much of what we think of today as a huge, rich house.   
Acts 1:9-11  Jesus' ascension into heaven.  These are angels reassuring the people that 
the Lord will be back for them.    
Matt.  24:36  Jesus tells them nobody but the Father knows when the Bridegroom will 
return for His bride.  Just as in the Jewish tradition. 
 
How did the expectant bride know that the moment had arrived?  There would go up a 
SHOUT in the streets that all would hear.   
 
Rev 7:13  In addition to water baptism, there is actual cleansing by the Blood of the 
Lamb. 
Rev 19:7  "The marriage of the Lamb is come" vs 8 "she" is ready. She wears white – 
that's where the tradition of brides wearing white for the wedding originated. 
Private wedding ceremony tradition is fulfilled by vs 9:  "they which are called" is the few 
close friends invited to the ceremony. 
Isaiah 54:5  "Thy maker is thy Husband"... 
vs 8  when God gathers His people Israel AFTER the tribulation and will end His wrath and 
gather them together. This = the consummation.   
Rev 21:9  "I will show thee the Bride – the Lamb's wife" = the New Jerusalem coming 



down our of Heaven.  The 12 Tribes of Israel.  See vs 12.  There will be no temple – vs 
22.  The Lamb and God ARE the temple and the light of it. 
Vs 24  The gentile nations will benefit from it (they still must be saved and their names 
found in the Book of Life). 
 
The new Jerusalem will contain the "mansions" spoken of by Christ and they will be for 
the 12 Tribes. 
 
Luke 14:15-24  Jesus tells a parable that describes the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.  
Unbelieving Israel by rejecting Him, will not be invited (vs 24).  All of this is referring to 
the Millennial Reign of Christ. 
------------ 
11 am continued: 
 
Rev 21:9-12, 24  Saved Israel and gentiles (nations) that blessed Israel during the Great 
Tribulation.   
Zechariah 8:20-23  This is when Israel get her kingdom and blessings.  (Millennial reign 
is the context).  Vs 23  Where all nations realize that Jesus is the Messiah and desire to 
follow Him.   
Isaiah 61:1 & 2  The acceptable day of the Lord = the Millennial Reign.   
Vss 3 & 4 restoring all things.  This is what Peter was referring to in Acts 3:19-21.  All 
things will be restored by God to their former glory.   
Isaiah 61:5  strangers and aliens = gentiles. They will benefit from Israel's blessings 
because of the Abrahamic Covenant, which never ends. 
Rom 7:1-4  Paul also used marriage as an allegory to demonstrate some truths.  Esp vs 
4, sounds like the Body of Christ means the Bride of Christ. But note that all the Bride 
prophecies are still future.  Paul always speaks in past tense; it's already happened, 
already taken place once we believe and become part of the Body of Christ. 
 
Under the Law, a woman could not remarry unless her first husband died (to do so made 
her an adulteress).  Law = the 1st husband; but in this dispensation we know that the Law 
is dead.  You are 'free to remarry'.  Paul means you can't be married to Law and to Grace 
at the same time. 
 
Gen 2:23  Where God creates woman from man.  When you believe the Gospel, you 
become "bone of his bone, flesh of his flesh" (Christ's).  This is what it means to "be IN 
Christ".  A bride gets joined in marriage – we become part of His body.  It's a bit different 
but an important distinction. 
1 Cor 12:12-13  The body is ONE with Jesus Christ.  Already done. Not a bride waiting 
for it to happen.   
1 Cor 6:15-17 and Eph 4:4-6  very clear that consummation of marriage creates 
"oneness". 
Gal. 6:14-15  We are new creatures.  We are not Israel.  Israel is the Bride. 
Eph 1:3  We are already blessed – we're not waiting as Peter directs Israel to do "for the 
times of restitution".   
Eph 5:25-33  Paul again using an example from hauman marriage to demonstrate our 
position in Christ as saved believers.  Notice Paul quotes Adam from Gen 2.  Nothing can 
separate us from Him. 
2 Cor. 11:1-2  Another reference to marriage.  That does sound a lot like "the Bride of 
Christ" verses. But remember the other verses before.  Paul is now referring to our service 



which will be judged at the Judgment Seat of Christ.   
1 Cor. 3:15-15  The Judgment Seat of Christ is described.  Note that vs 15 tells us we 
may suffer loss of rewards, but we will be saved.  Vs 12 contrast valuable work done for 
God vs wasted opportunities.  Vs 13  How did you serve? 
 
Jesus is the foundation in the Kingdom Program and He's also OUR foundation.  The 
difference is what is built upon the foundation. 
 
Paul often used terminology that Jews would understand since he was a Jew, frequently 
ministered to them and spoke to believing Jews. 
 
Rom 15:4-8  What we read in the OT was for our learning and comfort, not for doctrine.  
Vs 8:  Christ was a minister of the circumcision in His ministry to Israel.  Vs 9  God has 
always planned to save Gentiles, even in the Kingdom Program. 
Phil. 3:17-21  Believing Israel is looking for an earthly kingdom.  Paul says that we, the 
Body of Christ, are already "in heavenly places" in Christ.   
Col. 2:10  You lack nothing.  Israel, however, is not yet complete. 
Eph 2:10  we are there now.   
 

Bride of Christ =  1 Peter 1:7-9  They are waiting for a complete salvation; see also vs 
13. 

NOTES:   
 
 
 
 
 


