
1/26/20 10 am      THE GREAT TRIBULATION 

 

Matthew 3:2   “And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
Matthew 3:7     “O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?”  The wrath to 
come is the tribulation. 
This wrath is to come first and then the Kingdom. 
 
Psalms are prophesy.  Psalm 23 is future. 
Psalm 23:2-3 “He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.  He 
restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
 
Psalm 2:5 “Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.” 
This is about the Lord’s 2nd coming when He will destroy His enemies. 
 
Psalm 2:7 “I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I 
begotten thee.” 
This is about the resurrection.  Jesus was begotten from the dead.  It does not refer to His birth. 
 
This can also be found in Acts 13. 
Acts 13:33 “God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is 
also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. 
   
The Great Tribulation is about God dealing with Israel as a nation. 
Ezekiel 22:18 “Son of man, the house of Israel is to me become dross: all they are brass, and tin, and iron, and 
lead, in the midst of the furnace; they are even the dross of silver. 
Ezekiel 22:21 “Yea, I will gather you, and blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, and ye shall be melted in the 
midst thereof.” 
 
The Great Tribulation is about God’s wrath against Israel for “the transgression,” singular, not plural. 
Daniel 9:24 “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the 
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting 
righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. 
 
The transgression is Israel’s idolatry, which began when they asked Aaron to make a golden calf for them to 
worship. 
Exodus 32:1-5 
 
Why a golden calf?  Because Satan is a cherub and a cherub has the face of a calf.  Israel was committing 
idolatry by worshipping the image of Satan. 
 
Ezekiel 28:13-14“Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the 
sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the 
carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that 
thou wast created. Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the 
holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. 
 
Ezekiel says, the face of a cherub, then a man, then a lion, then an eagle.   Revelation has a man, a calf, a lion, 
and an eagle.  We can match up a cherub with a calf to know that cherubs have the face of a calf. 



Ezekiel 10:14 “And every one had four faces: the first face was the face of a cherub, and the second face was 
the face of a man, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle.”  
 
Revelation 4:6-7 “And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the 
throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind.  And the first beast was 
like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was 
like a flying eagle.” 
 
God’s immediate reaction to the golden calf was wrath. 
Exodus 32:10 “Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may consume 
them: and I will make of thee a great nation.” 
 
Moses interceded. 
Exodus 32:13 “Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to whom thou swarest by thine own self, 
and saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have spoken of 
will I give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it for ever.” 
 
God “repented” (changed his mind.) 
Exodus 32:14 “And the LORD repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his people. 
 
Isaiah prophesied that Jesus Christ would die for Israel’s national sin of idolatry 
Isaiah 53:8 “He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he 
was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.” 
 
God will allow Israel’s idolatry to continue until they worship the antichrist during the Tribulation.  Jesus is the 
good shepherd.  The antichrist is referred to as the idol shepherd.  The antichrist will be attacked by a sword 
and have his arm and right eye injured. 
Zechariah 11:16-17 “For, lo, I will raise up a shepherd in the land, which shall not visit those that be cut off, 
neither shall seek the young one, nor heal that that is broken, nor feed that that standeth still: but he shall eat 
the flesh of the fat, and tear their claws in pieces.  Woe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the flock! the sword 
shall be upon his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm shall be clean dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly 
darkened.” 
 
11:00 am (continued) 
Israel will be punished as a nation for idolatry. 
Micah 1:5-7 “For the transgression of Jacob is all this, and for the sins of the house of Israel. What is the 
transgression of Jacob? is it not Samaria? and what are the high places of Judah? are they not Jerusalem?  
Therefore I will make Samaria as an heap of the field, and as plantings of a vineyard: and I will pour down the 
stones thereof into the valley, and I will discover the foundations thereof.  And all the graven images thereof 
shall be beaten to pieces, and all the hires thereof shall be burned with the fire, and all the idols thereof will I 
lay desolate: for she gathered it of the hire of an harlot, and they shall return to the hire of an harlot. 
 
The psalmist asks  God to keep him from “the great transgression” of idolatry. 
Psalm 19:13 “Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: 
then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression.” 
 
 
 
 



God tells Hosea what he will do to Israel during the Great Tribulaton because of their idolatry.  Each verse in 
this chapter has a corresponding verse in the book of Revelation when God pours out His wrath upon the 
earth. 
Hosea 2:12-13 “And I will destroy her vines and her fig trees, whereof she hath said, These are my rewards 
that my lovers have given me: and I will make them a forest, and the beasts of the field shall eat them.  And I 
will visit upon her the days of Baalim, wherein she burned incense to them, and she decked herself with her 
earrings and her jewels, and she went after her lovers, and forgat me, saith the LORD.” 
 
In Christ’s Kingdom on earth, Hosea records the same as Psalm 23, “will make them to lie down safely.” 
Hosea 2:18 “And in that day will I make a covenant for them with the beasts of the field, and with the fowls 
of heaven, and with the creeping things of the ground: and I will break the bow and the sword and the battle 
out of the earth, and will make them to lie down safely.” 
 
“Presence of the Lord” is prophetic for when Christ reigns on earth. 
 
Israel as a nation will have their sins forgiven, blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the 
“presence of the Lord.” 
Acts 3:19-21 “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of 
refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;  And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was 
preached unto you: Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God hath 
spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.” 
 
Jesus Christ will destroy all of His enemies in the Kingdom. 
 
Acts 3:22-23 For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of 
your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you.  And it shall come 
to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people. 
 
Ezekiel prophesied about the judgements on the earth prior to Christ’s return (listed in Revelation.) 
 
Ezekiel 38:22-23 And I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and 
upon his bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, 
and brimstone.  Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; and I will be known in the eyes of many 
nations, and they shall know that I am the LORD.  
 
Isaiah prophesied about the reign of Christ on earth, “to restore the preserved of Israel.” 
 
Isaiah 49:6 And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, 
and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my 
salvation unto the end of the earth. 


