
5/5/10  10 AM    WHY DID GOD GIVE SIGN GIFTS TO THE EARLY CHURCH? 
 
1 Cor. 14 – entire chapter 
Phil 2:25-27  The story of Epaphroditus who was healed NOT miraculously by Paul, but 
by the mercy of God.  This model of healing is different than we see in Matt-Mark-Luke-
John & early Acts. 
 
2 Cor 12:9  This is our verse for when we pray for a physical infIrmity and God doesn't 
seem to answer immediately.  His grace is sufficient for us! 
Before we had a complete written revelation from God, we needed the sign gifts & offices 
(1 Cor 14:3-4) 
 
Acts 20:32  edifying = built up (same root word as edifice)  We are built up by the "word 
of God's grace".  Edification (building up) is the purpose of the sign gifts.   
 
1 Cor 14:6-11  re: tongues.  What profit is there in tongues unless there is 
understanding?   
 
There are 2 manifestations of Holy Spirit-given tongues in scripture. 
1) You spoke an actual language that you had not learned. 
2) What you spoke was heard in another language by the hearers (that is the Acts 2 
example, Pentecost).  Acts 2:4, 6, 8, 10-12   
 
Vs 7 tells us they spoke in their native tongue (Aramaic), but were understood in a wide 
variety of languages of other nations.   
 
11 am continued 
 
Why were the signs for the unbelieving Jew?   
 
Exod 4:8  (the context is Moses saying to God that the people won't believe God sent him 
without miraculous signs) See vss 1-7 
Signs and wonders were to be proof that God was with them.  This continued until the 
late Acts period, when God began to withdraw the offer of the Kingdom & usher in the 
dispensation of grace through Apostle Paul. 
 
Exod. 31:13-15  The sabbath was Saturday.  Enforceable by capital punishment (death). 
Another sign God gave Israel – vs 17. 
 
Psalm 74:9  "we see not our signs" David is lamenting the loss of their signs because 
God was punishing them (vs 1) 
 
Isaiah 28:9   precepts = principles, ordinances, guidelines.  This was how they were to 
learn doctrine.  Vs 13 they fell because they didn't learn His word nor obey His doctrines.   
 
John 4:46-48  Jesus said they wouldn't believe without signs and wonders.  This was 
due to their unbelieving hearts. 
 
Rom 11:11  Paul speaking of Israel and their fall.  Salvation came to the Gentiles and it 
was to provoke Israel to jealousy.  Sgins came to the Gentiles; signs which were the 



Jewish birthright.  God did this to get their attention.   
 
There is a point at which the sign gifts go away:   
1. We have a completed revelation from God (The Bible) 
2. God decided He would no longer deal with Israel as a nation (see Acts 28:27-28) 
 
Acts 28:23  Paul taught them about Jesus from the Old Testament.  Vs 24:  some didn't 
believe, as always.  Vs 28 is God's final declaration to the Jews that He was done with 
them. This is why today, there is no distinction between Jew and Gentile.   
 
Many say that "that which is perfect" has NOT come yet.  1 Cor. 13:10. 
 
1 Cor 13:8-13  Charity is specifically "agape" – a distinct type of love, brotherly love.  It 
is a gift with no need or hope of reciprocity.  Vss 4-7  defines this type of love. 
 
Vs 8  is the supernatural giving of knowledge (because logic tells us regular "knowledge" 
increases with time, not disappears) and was temporary.   Vs 10:  that which is perfect = 
complete revelation.  (the dictionary definition of perfect includes "finished, complete, 
lacking nothing). 
   
Eph 4:11-12  these are supernatural gifts, not offices.  They were temporary, for the 
building of the early church.  How do we become "the perfect man"?  2 Tim 3:16-17  
thru diligent study and knowledge of scripture we become perfected.   
 
1 Cor 13:9  "in part" means incomplete.   
Vs 11  as a child, you have limited knowledge and understanding.   
 
3 gifts are still in operation today:  faith, hope and charity. Vs 13. 
 
1 Cor 14:37  Paul laying down guidelines for proving your spirituality.  The NT prophets 
were confirming that what Paul said was from God.  (remember that the sign gifts WERE 
still in operation at that time) vss 39-40. 
 

So what do we do with vss 34 & 35?  (women keeping silent in the churches).  Paul 
didn't invent this commandment – it was already in place.  Reading the passage that is 
clear.  Women were not given the prophetic and tongue gifts.  He didn't mean women 
couldn't even talk!  He meant that in all of their other churches it was understood that the 
sign gifts wer NOT being manifested in the women.  Remember too that the church in 

Corinth was a rather immature, chaotic church that needed a lot of correction. 

NOTES: 


