
12/15/19   10 am UNDERSTANDING THE TRINITY 
 
Rom 1:20  The invisible things of God are known by His creation, intuitively.  "Godhead" 
= Trinity.  (you can't find the word Trinity in the Bible but the concept is well defined). 
 
Col 2:9  Some teach there is no Trinity – or God in 3 Persons – that all 3 are embodied in 
Jesus Christ.  This is not supported by Scripture.  He DOES embody or encompass all 3 
attributes of the Trinity however. 
 
Gen 1:26  "let us..." "in our image"  - plural.  This speaks to the fact that we are all spirit, 
soul and body – not that God is both male and female physically. 
 
John 1:1-3  Jesus Christ.  Some are shocked to realize that Jesus always existed, co-
equal with God but PRE-INCARNATE.  The capitalization of W-ord indicated divinity is 
being spoken of.  God is one being in 3 persons. 
 
John 1:14  in case there was any doubt who John was referring to:  Jesus.   
 
1 John 5:7  missing from most "newer" revisions – not the KJB.  If they have it there, a 
footnote will say something about it.  Remember there are no "original" manuscripts".  
"Oldest and best" does not equal better, but rather corrupted manuscripts.  Beware those 
bibles. 
 
Matt 3:16-17  Jesus being baptized by John the Baptist.  The Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
in those 2 verses.  One God = 3 persons.  All 3 operate in perfect harmony. 
 
John 14:6-18  If you've seen Me, you've seen the Father.  Vs 10 in particular refutes a 
teaching in some churches that Jesus laid aside all of His divinity and lived only as a man 
in right relationship to God to show us how it's done.   
Vs 17  note the pronoun him used repeatedly. 
Vs 18  note what pronoun Jesus uses here – "I"  He is equating Himself with God the 
Father and God the Holy Ghost. 
 
"filled" = controlling you (not the same as filling a glass of water). 
 
Acts 5:3  "why hath satan filled thy heart" is an example of that type of filling.  Ananias 
and Sapphira giving control of their actions to satan.  Being filled with the Holy Spirit 
means letting Him have control over you.   
 
2 Cor. 13:14  This is how the Trinity operates. 
 
Col 1:16-17  This is referring to Jesus Christ.  He is just as much God as the Holy Spirit 
and God the Father.  Don't believe the heresy (called "kenosis") that Jesus was NOT God 
while here on earth.  He chose not to exercise all of the attributes of His divine nature 
while He walked the earth.  In fact He could not have interacted with humans had He not 
done this.  Think of Moses and God meeting on Mt. Sinai.  Humans cannot stand face to 
face with God Himself.   
 
Matt 28:19  "the name" of means "by the authority of".  He was vested with the full 
authority of the Godhead AND He was delegating some of that authority to His disciples – 



whom He made apostles – to baptize and forgive sin. 
 
11 am   MINISTRY OF THE 12 vs MINISTRY OF THE APOSTLE PAUL 
 
Matt 19:27-28  The 12 apostles commissioned by Jesus will be the 12 Judges of the 12 
Tribes of Israel at His 2nd Coming.   
 
James 1:1  "to the 12 tribes..." He was one of the original 12 apostles. 
 
Eph 2:13-16  "Both" = Jew and Gentile.  Today if they believe the gospel, they are 
neither Jew nor Gentile in God's sight – they are "one new man". 
 
Paul is writing to the Church, the Body of Christ. 
 
Luke 6:12-13  Jesus choosing His apostles from among the disciples.  He chose 12. 
 
Acts 9:3-6  The Road to Damascus.  The conversion of Saul to Paul where Jesus makes 
him an apostle, too.  The Lord commissioned the 12 during His earthly ministry.  He 
commissioned Paul from Heaven, a big difference.  An earthly commission and ministry, vs 
a heavenly, spiritual commission. 
 
Acts 1:9  the ascension of Christ.   
Vs 10  those were angels. 
Vs 11 once He left the earth, He no longer interacted with His apostles!  He had given 
them their instructions, and He no longer revealed anything to them.  You can search this 
out. 
 
All of Christ's instructions to Paul were fro Heaven and was all new "material" so to speak. 
 
1 Cor 15:3  1st Christ died for our sins.  He was buried and rose again the 3rd day. 
 
Vs 8  "as of one born out of due time" Paul was the last to see Christ and he realized he 
had met Israel's Messiah, the Savior of the world.  He also knew Israel would be "born 
again" and he got his spiritual regeneration before Israel would.  (that is still a future 
event). 
 
2 Cor 12:1  at that point, he knows he will get more visions and revelations from the 
Lord. 
Vs 7  Paul is receiving an abundance of revelations...if Paul was getting the same 
information as Jesus gave Peter, James, John and the others, He would have had Paul 
simply go learn from those men.  Why didn't He? 
 
One notable example was do not worry about obeying the Law.  But Jesus had told His 
apostles to continue to obey the Law. 
 
Jesus told them not to go to Gentiles – but He sent Paul specifically TO Gentiles. 
 
Matt 10:5-6  "go not into the way of the Gentiles..."  What did they preach?  Vs 7 
What would they do?  Vs 8  (they would convince Israel using signs and wonders).  The 
Gospel of the Kingdom was not for Gentiles.   



There was a change after the Resurrection.  See Luke 24:44-47  This is also taught in 
Matt 28 (the Great Commission).  vs 47  "among all nations" beginning at Jerusalem. 
 
We now know from Romans, that Jesus showed Paul that Israel has been set aside after 
Acts 7 (the stoning of Stephen, who made God's final offer of the Kingdom and the Holy 
Spirit to Israel) due to them rejecting their Messiah. 
 
First, Israel had to receive their Messiah – that was the plan.  We know they did not.   
 
Acts 1:6  The apostles asked Him when He would restore the Kingdom to Israel (this is 
interesting in light of what happens later with Paul).   
Vs 8  is the actual order in which Israel had to be converted BEFORE the apostles could 
take the Kingdom message out to the rest of the world.   See also Matt 28:19-20. 
 
The conversion of the nation Israel was pre-requisite to the rest of the commission.  And 
we know it didn't happen. 
 
Acts 8:1-2  The story of the death of Stephen continuing from Chap 7.   
 
There was a church at Jerusalem – based on the teachings of the Kingdom.  Converted 
Jews.  The persecution scattered the Church (the Kingdom church, also called the Little 
Flock) but the apostles never left there before a dispensational change took place!  See 
Acts 9. 
 
Basically that's what effectively ended the Kingdom program, and began the transition to 
the grace message/dispensation given to Paul.   
 
Isaiah 59:20-21  The promise of 2nd coming of Messiah.  Continue to Chap 60, vss 1-3  
Through Israel's glory, the Kingdom message will be resumed and completed as in Matt 
28 and Luke 24. 
 
NOTES:   


