
2/23/20  10 am  MINI LESSON:  The Sign Gifts, When & Why Did They Cease? 
 
1 Cor. 13:8  prophecies, tongues & knowledge (which is the supernatural giving of 
revelation) will all pass away.  Why did God give them at all? 
 
1. To provoke Israel to jealousy 
2. A sign to unbelievers 
(see 1 Cor 1:22, 1 Cor. 14:22)  Unbelieving Jews were the target. 
 
Rom 11:13-14  Paul explains that he wanted to provoke his brethren (Jews).  The sign 
gifts by birthright belonged to Israel.  So by giving them to Gentiles, it would make them 
jealous and perhaps curious.   
 
By Acts 28, God has decided to set Israel aside.  See vss 23-28  The sign gifts would 
have ceased by then because God was done dealing with Israel (temporarily of course). 
 
But also:  1 Cor 13:8-10 
 
1 Cor 14 explains that the gifts were given for the edification of the young church, and 
would be temporary.   
 
Eph 4:11-13  note the word "perfect" = the perfecting of the saints.  See 2 Tim 3:16-
17.  At the time the early church didn't have all the revelation God would eventually give 
them, written down in the Canon of Scripture as we have it today.   
 
2 Cor 12:7  at this point Paul was still receiving new revelation. 
 
1 Cor 14:37  This is to be our attitude toward Paul's letters – but also in that day, 
prophets were to CONFIRM Paul's writings and teachings. 
 

The other things about tongues is they were actual languages.  In Corinth, a multicultural 
crossroad, the gift was needed for many different languages in order to spread the Gospel.   

Main Lesson:  THE IMPORTANCE OF RIGHT DIVISION IN SALVATION 
 
Gal 1:6-7  Paul was troubled that they were being drawn away to a false "gospel".  
Judaizers came in and tried to put the young believers back under the Law.  Law + Grace 
is NO GOSPEL at all!  They are like oil and water – they do not mix. 
 
Right Division will help you understand which gospel is for you today. 
 
When Paul says "be accursed" he means that by putting themselves back under the Law, 
they were putting themselves back into the system of blessings and cursings in the Law.   
 
Col 2:10  Complete in Him.  No law needed. 
Rom 3:24  Justified freely by His grace. 
Rom 5:11  Our sins are now atoned for. 
Eph 1:12-13  We are sealed until the day of redemption (aka the catching away or 
rapture) 
Folks in Matthew-Mark-Luke-John had NONE of those assurances! 
 



Phil 1:6  He will perform the good work in us.  It's all HIM, His power. 
 
What religion will do is take a little from the OT, a little from the Gospels, Rev., Hebrews 
and produce confusion.  There are conflicting instructions and doctrine in all of those 
places vs what is found in Paul's letters, Romans thru Philemon. 
 
Rom 8:30  If you believe the Gospel, you are now predestined to the rapture.  Vss 31-
32  You can't earn anything or make a bargain with God.  You have everything the 
moment you believe – no additional actions on your part are needed.  Vss 33-39  blessed 
assurance! 
 
How important is right division? 
 
Matt 6:10-13  = Conditional forgiveness 
 vs. 
Eph 4:32  we are already forgiven (unconditional).  See also:  Col 2:13-14  The Law 
was nailed to the Cross. 
 
Our flesh wants to be under the Law.  Our flesh wants to prove to God we deserve to be 
saved.  We want to believe we can make ourselves good enough. 
 
    **************************** 
 
11 am    PRAYER IN THE DISPENSATION OF GRACE 
 
Our trust in God is primarily expressed in/thru prayer. 
 
Rom 1:8-9  Without ceasing, Paul made mention of the church at Rome.  He never 
stopped – he persevered.   
 
A lot of folks when they learn that God is not a vending machine, they stop praying.  This 
is a gross  misunderstanding of What and Who God is and what He does. 
 
1 Thess 5:17  Pray without ceasing means to persevere; keep on taking your concerns to 
Him. 
 
Rom 1:9  Paul "made mention" of his people. He didn't belabor it.  Paul is not teaching 
extended, long drawn out hours of prayer.  Compare Paul's model of praying to Matt 6:7. 
 
Jesus said do not use vain repetitions.  This is a heathen practice.  They repeat the same 
words over and over again.  Beware of any church or teacher that practices or models this 
type of prayer.   
 
Rom 1:10  "making requests" is appropriate. 
 
Phil 4:6  making requests – note thanksgiving is included.  We should have a grateful 
heart and attitude, and be thankful.  See Rom 1:8  Paul first thanked God. 
 
1 Thess 5:18  giving of thanks is God's will.  "in everything" doesn't mean FOR 
everything.  But you can always find something to be thankful for.  Same as Phil 4:6  "in" 



everything, not "for" everything.   
 
Col 4:2 & 3  Again thanks is mentioned.   
 
Why is thanksgiving to important? 
 
Rom 1:21  "neither were grateful" Unbelievers are not grateful, thankful people.  It's a 
heart issue.   
 
We need to know what to thank God for.  We can't play Name It and Claim It and pretend 
God promised us something He DID NOT.  That leads to the blame game.  You'll either 
blame yourself, or blame God. That is unthankfulness and leads to distancing yourself 
from God. 
 
Believing lies (or the wrong "promises") is NOT faith. 
 
2 Cor. 10:5  not knowing what to believe leads to vain imaginations.  We are told to cast 
them down.  Where do we find "knowledge of God"?  In the rightly divided Word of God. 
 
Matt 21:22  well known verse often quoted about asking for anything in prayer.  It is not 
a "blank check" from heaven!  See 1 John 5:14-15  "if we ask according to His will". IT'S 
CONDITIONAL:  Pray according to God's will – He will hear – He'll grant the petition.   
 
Rom 8:18-19  the condition we are in now.  Vs 21:  the catching away/rapture and 
eventual restoration by God of all things in heaven and earth.   
Vs 24:  the hope of glory – aka the catching away/rapture in glorified bodies. 
Vs 26  what does he mean here?  When it comes to our infirmities, we don't know what 
or how to pray.   
 
Israel knew.  Obey the Law, get healed.  That was a Kingdom Promise. 
 
Vs 21-26  explain what and who "groans" – us, along with all of creation.   
 
Eph 3:13-21  This is Paul's prayer for the Body of Christ.  Note vs 20:  God will do more 
than we know, more than we pray for, His perfect will. 
 
NOTES:   


