
10/6/19     WHAT IS GRACE? 
 
Definition of Grace:  unmerited or undeserved favor.  But it doesn't always mean only that.  
One example: 
Gen 6:1  The only exception to God's wrath as seen in Gen 5.  Why?  See vs 9.  Perfect in his 
generations means that Noah's bloodline was not corrupted as the rest of mankind had been. 
Heb 11:7  Noah did have faith – one reason he found grace in God's eyes, but there were other 
reasons. 
 
Judgment/wrath and grace are opposites found in scripture.   
 
Another example where God is being selective in His grace is 2 Chron. 30:7-9  Conditional 
warning for Israel to avoid the curses of the Mosaic Law – IF they turned back to God.  
Remember that none of this applies to us today. God never made a covenant with Gentiles.  
These are 2 isolated acts of grace in which salvation was no assured – only their lives.   
 
Contrast these examples with what we have in the Dispensation of Grace.   
Dispensation means a dispensing, a commission, given by God;  different from a covenant. 
 
Eph 3:2-3  This was a mystery not given to Israel or the world.  It was made known to Paul who 
then was charged with "dispensing" it to the world.   
 
Grace is the absence of Law, judgment and wrath.  FAITH in the Gospel is the key that activates 
grace today.   
 
Eph 2:8-9, 2 Cor 5:7  Law is not the issue;  your performance is not the issue.   
Rom 5:1-2  We access grace by faith, not by works/performance.  It is available to anyone who 
will believe, not conditional as it was in the OT.  This is not universalism, by the way. 
Rom 1:16  "everyone who believeth".   
1 Tim 2:4  God wills that ALL men will be saved, but He will not violate anyone's free will. 
 
Why has God chosen to give the world a dispensation of grace? 
 
From Gen – Acts 9, the bible is about prophecy and it's fulfillment.  Christ's existence, His death 
(crucifixion) and His resurrection ALL were known from prophecy.  But according to prophecy, 
His imminent return in WRATH to judge the world (aka Daniel's 70th week) was to begin very 
soon.   You can see this from what Peter preached to Israel in Acts 2:16-21.   
 
Obviously, the Tribulation didn't happen.  Why not?  God had a plan, kept secret from since 
before the world began...to save ALL :) 
 
Daniel 9:24  70 weeks (7 years in actuality) vss 25 & 26  speak of the crucifixion of Messiah and 
the end of Jerusalem.  See also Matt 24:2-14, 21 & 22 
 
But God had a plan!  See Titus 1:1-2, Eph 1:3-4  God's plan was to save people through faith alone 
based on the Cross.  God interrupted His wrath, the 70th week, in order to bring in a period of 
grace – this dispensation.  He knew Israel would reject their Messiah, but in His love and 
forbearance, He had a plan to give Israel and the rest of the world another chance.  He is 
delaying His wrath and judgment!   



Rom 11:25-26  Israel is blinded. "the fulness of the Gentiles" is not from prophecy, it's part of the 
mystery.   Also see Acts 3:19 "times of refreshing" = presence of the Lord (the 2nd coming of 
Christ) is the same thing and will end the Dispensation of Grace.   
Vss 28 & 29  God will not repent of His promisses and callings. 
Vss 33 & 34  see also Eph 3:1 and 1 Cor 2:7  confirming the mystery.   
 
11 AM  Continued: 
 
Rom 5:1 & 2, 8 & 9  We will never experience the wrath of God if we are believers. 
1 Thess. 1:10, 5:9  So we are saved from Hell but also saved from His judgment and wrath on this 
earth. 
 
Gal 6:7-8  When He allows us to reap natural consequences of our actions, that is NOT the 
wrath of God. Self destructive behavior has the seeds of our ruin embedded in them.  It has 
nothing to do with cursing and blessing or His wrath.   
1. we can't blame God for our own foolishness. 
2. The actual wrath of God is unimaginably awful. 
3. satan is still doing terrible things in the earth today. 
 
2 Peter 3:9, 15  This is Peter's understanding of the dispensation of Grace as revealed to him by 
the Holy Spirit.  He is explaining the postponement of God's wrath which they expected. 
 
The final reason for grace is that God is calling out an agency for His heavenly purposes – the 
Body of Christ – destined to displace the spiritual wickedness in high places, at the same time 
that Israel will possess earthly places under King Jesus who will be ruling the earth from 
Jerusalem on David's Throne.  (all in fulfillment of prophecy). 
 
What does it mean to live under grace and not Law?  At least 21 times, Paul tells us the Law has 
come to an end for us.  Rom 10:4   Many churches place you under some sort of performance 
system because they do not rightly divide the word of truth.  They mix Law and grace. 
 
2 Cor 5:17-21  The only action I need to take is to believe.  What is my motivation to live a life 
that honors God?  See 2 Cor 5:14 & 15. The love of Christ contrains us to live for Him.  It is the 
response TO our salvation, not the CAUSE of it.   
 
Titus 2:11 – 12  How we should live. 
Rom 6:1 & 2  Paul's answer to those who think grace gives license to sin.  (see also Rom 5:20-21)  
We are dead to sin & dead to the Law.    Positional truths of this dispensation:   Vss 3-14  list of 
things that we have in Christ now.  He repeats in 6:15. 
 
How many times does Paul tell us to "be renewed in the spirit of our minds"?  That's how to 
have victory and the reality of living the Grace Life. 
 
NOTES:   


