
9/29/19      WHAT IS FAITH, Pt 3 
 
Heb 11:1  "Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things unseen."  This is a 
cross-dispensational truth.  Faith is just believing what God said (it's not a feeling or 
experience).  The Cross is the object of our faith today.  - by grace through faith. 
 
Phil 1:27  (one spirit:  small "s" means our human spirit, not the Holy Spirit).  We are striving 
together for the truth of the gospel in the face of opposition.  Not allowing deception and 
compromise within the church.   
 
Col 2:10-14  Notice these are all things Christ HAS ALREADY DONE for us, not things that we 
must do or perform.  Corroborating verse is Rom 6:3-5 
 
Eph 6:16  "taking the shield of faith"  Faith in God's Word is what protects us from satan's tricks 
& weapons.  Knowing the Word is essential.  Anyone who doesn't think the Word is our 
ultimate weapon has not truly understood the meaning in Matt 4.  Jesus HIMSELF said over 
and over "It is written..." when attacked by satan.   
 
1 Tim 4:1  Paul's warning about latter times (of the church) people departing from the faith.  
You can't depart from something you never believed.   
 
Paul's words "the faith" encompasses every doctrine that he taught.  So what they will move 
from will be Paul's doctrinal teaching.  Like the Corinthians & Galatians for example.   
 
"Seducing spirits" move someone away into something that appeal to the carnal flesh.  
Remember that to be seduced, you must find it appealing.  Performance-based religion, guilt-
driven.   
 
Vs 3 gives us details.  All of which bring to mind certain religious traditions we are familiar with 
even now.   
 
2 Tim 4:7  "He kept the faith" Paul knew this was by faith & grace;  he did not compromise any 
of the teachings of Christ.  He stood his ground on all the doctrines he had been taught. 
 
There is a crown of rightousness for everyone (at the judgment seat of Christ) who loves His 
appearing. 
 
Rom 12:3  "the measure of faith" = the determined extent of faith in the Gospel.  Vs 6:  
"proportion of faith" prophesying according to the level of their understanding & faith in the 
Word of God.  You don't go over and beyond what God has said. 
 
Rom 14:1  "weak in the faith"?  Paul explains in the following verses.  Vss 2-6  Weaker brethren 
will not understand the freedom they have in Christ. See Rom 15:1-2  We treat weaker brothers 
with patience and charity.   
 
11 am  Continued: 
 
Rom 4  Abraham is the father of faith – not our literal father as he is of the Jews in a natural 
sense.  The writer is speaking in the context of justification by faith.  Abraham was the first 



example of faith and that was before he entered into the covenant with God.  (Gen 12) 
 
vs 5  who justifies the ungodly?  Christ.   
Vs 9-10  faith was reckoned to Abraham BEFORE he became the father of the nation Israel – 
before he was circumcised.  Remember that circumcision was the physical sign required by God 
for His chosen nation. 
Vs 11 Abraham is the spiritual father of all who believe. 
 
James 2:14  Faith saved Abraham without works.  See vs 21 this is not a contradiction because 
James is addressing a different group of people, a different church, in a different dispensation.   
 
By attempting to integrate the book of James into Paul's teachings we get confusion.  See 
James 1:1 – who was he writing to?  Israel.  James is writing to believers, instructing them on 
getting into the Kingdom. 
 
Paul teaches clearly in Eph 2:8-9  NO works required for our salvation.   
So then what place do works have in our lives today? 
 
Titus 3:5  "not by works...but by mercy"  vs 7  makes clear justified by grace 
vs 8  "careful to maintain good works" why?  Becuase they are good and profitable to all men.   
 
James 2:14-16  These are specific things that people will have to do to help tribulation saints 
who didn't take the Mark of the Beast.  There will be a time during the Tribulation that God will 
step in and take care of them supernaturally, but that won't be until later as it intensifies.  
(refer to Matt 24) 
 
God never made a covenant with anyone but the Nation of Israel.  Every covenant REQUIRES 
compliance from both parties.  Faith in Christ in the Dispensation of Grace requires no action on 
our part.  We are not in a covenant. 
 
Matt 3:11-15  being water baptized was required to fulfill all righteousness.  (Jesus didn't need to 
repent of anything).  Compare this to: 
1 Cor 1:17  "Christ sent me not to baptize"  "Lest the Cross be made of none effect."  If you think 
you must be water baptized you are adding a work to your faith and making the Cross of none 
effect!   
 
Exod19:3-6  "Kingdom of priests" They all will be priests.  You have to be washed with water to 
be a priest.  Exod 29:4  Levitical priesthood- the word used was "baptizo".   
 
Isaiah 61:6  The tables will be turned and Israel will be the head, not the tail. Gentiles will have 
to be subservient to them.  See Zech 8:23.   
 
NOTES: 


