
3/17/19  Sunday School:   PROPHECY vs MYSTERY continued 
 
Many today think everything in the Bible is to us and for us.  Not true.  The Bible itself 
explains how to understand it.   
 
Eph 2:11-13  "Time Past" Gentiles had no hope & there was a wall of partition between 
Jews and Gentiles.  There were 5 Covenants given to Israel ONLY.  God never made a 
single covenant with Gentiles. 
 
"But Now" We are all the same in God's plan.  This does not mean we inherit all 5 
Covenants.  It means Israel is not longer singled out NOW for His special blessings.  See 
Eph 2:7 – "Ages to Come" – is a time when that will resume. 
 
2 Tim. 2:15  We are told to rightly divide. 
 
Everything in the Bible is absolutely true but not every truth in the Bible is to us. About 
90% of the Scripture is to and for Israel.  About 10% only is for the Body of Christ today. 
 
Heb 11:4-7, James 2:24  Both teach that a man is justified by works.  This is part of 
the prophetic program, not for the Dispensation of Grace.   
 
Titus 3:5  "NOT by works of righteousness" is the opposite of what the writers of 
Hebrews and James taught.  Vs 7 was part of the mystery revealed to Paul.  Both are true, 
but each verse applies to different groups of people in different dispensations.   
 
Rom 3:21  "but now" Paul uses this term a lot.  "Righteousness of God without the Law".  
Vs 24 we are justified freely!  It's by faith today, not by works. 
 
Eph 2:8 & 9  "by grace are ye saved" – not by our works.  Works neither save us nor 
"keep us" saved.  No gift ever requires a payment.   
 
Some teach that faith is a work, but this is false and does not hold up to scrutiny.   
 
Prophecy teaches a different time line.  See Isaiah 59:20-21  Zion is Israel.  Acts 1:9-
11  Jesus ascended and He will come back the same way He left, @ His second coming. 
 
Acts 3:19  Peter means the literal presence of the Lord Jesus.  Vs 21  refers to the 
prophesied return of Christ to the earth.   
 
Prophecy:  Christ will be crucified, die, raise from the dead and will then set everything on 
the earth right again (Kingdom). 
 
Rom 16:25  revelation of the mystery was kept secret since the world began.  Means it 
was NOT prophesied. 
 
Eph 1:20  the ascension of Christ and it's meaning needed to be explained by Paul. 
 
Col. 3:1-4  believers are "risen with Christ" – Peter never taught any of this. 
2 Peter 3:9-15  Peter needed to explain to his followers why the Lord had not returned 
yet.  He reassures them that the prophetic program will resume.  Vs 15 explains why the 



fulfillment was delayed.  Vs 16  Peter refers them to Paul's letters to understand why the 
Tribulation was delayed along with Christ's 2nd coming in wrath to judge the world.  The 
delay was to withhold that wrath so that everyone could be saved – this is the 
longsuffering of God. 
 
The apostolic program was committed to 12 apostles. 
 
Matt 10:1-5  Jesus picks His disciples & instructs them to go only to Israel, not to 
Gentiles. 
 
Acts 1:6  Same guys questioned Jesus as to when He would restore again the Kingdom?  
They had one under David, the king.  That was the only time Israel was doing what God 
wanted them to do.  Vs 7  He didn't tell them!  Why?  He had other plans:  ie the 
Dispensation of Grace.   
 
Acts 3:22-23  Moses spoke of a prophet like himself- meaning Jesus.   
Eph 3:1-9  Paul explains his entire purpose and ministry, which was given him by Christ. 
 
Col. 1:24-27  Paul explains why he is the only apostle to the Body of Christ. 

 

11 am message        PROPHECY vs MYSTERY continued 
 
Col. 1:11-12  Paul got his gospel from Christ, not from men.  If Peter & Paul were 
intended to preach the same gospel, why didn't Paul consult with Peter and the others?  
Why didn't he just join up with them and proceed?   
 
Gal. 2 speaks of a conference in Acts 15 with the leadership:  Peter, James, John and 
himself.   Vs 6  makes clear none of them taught him anything.  Vs 7 in fact, the opposite 
happened and the 12 saw that Paul was given a different gospel. 
 
John 4:19-22  "salvation is of the Jews" (woman at the well). 
 
The Gospel of the Circumcision was the Gospel of the Kingdom – ie Peter's gospel.   
 
The Prophetic program was revealed to many prophets. 
 
Luke 1:32-33  the angel telling Mary she would conceive and bear the Son of God.   
Vs 67  Zacharias knows who he is talking about – it's Jesus.  Zacharias was the father of 
John the Baptist.  Vs 70-73 is prophetic. 
 
Daniel 12:8-10  many things the prophets said/wrote, even they didn't understand 
because God kept them secret/a mystery. 
 
1 Peter 1:7-9  Jews who believe in Messiah are not the saved yet, but will be when 
Christ returns.  Vss 10-11  The OT prophets prophesied of a future grace which even 
they didn't understand.  Vs 12 happened in Acts 2 when Pentecost occurred.  The apostle 
then spoke by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
  
Luke 24:25  Jesus admonished His followers and then expounded all the OT scriptures 
about Himself.  They didn't have any idea about the Mystery/the Death, Burial and 



Resurrection (DBR) of Christ, nor it's significance to the entire world. 
 
Mark 9:30-31  Even when Jesus told them plainly, they didn't get it!   
Luke 24:44-45  It took Jesus to open their understanding about His DBR. 
 
Eph 1:15-20  Paul's prayer for the Church.  Col 1:9  similar prayer as Eph 1:17-20. 
Col 2:1-3  he wants us to have full assurance and understanding.   
 
Matt 19:16-22  Rich young ruler.  Jesus told him to follow the commandments (He also 
made it clear that the man must have thought He was God).  That is the opposite of what 
Jesus told Paul to teach! 
 
Matt 19:19  is incompatible with what Paul teaches in Eph 2:8-9 
At any rate, no person could or can ever keep the commandments – only Jesus ever did it. 
 
Matt 6  The Lord's Prayer puts us back in a conditional situation – forgiveness ONLY if we 
forgive.  This is why it's not for the Body of Christ. 
 
Matt 24:13  "endure to the end" of the Tribulation, to be saved.  NOT what Paul teaches 
anywhere.  Remember:  God is NOT the author of confusion. 
 
Acts 2:36-38  Peter preach to Israel.  "repent and be baptized" is not the gospel for 
today.  Yes, it is truth, but it is only true for the house of Israel at that time, not for today.  
See also vss 14, 22 and 36)  vs 39 even refers to the promises made in the OT. 
 
Gal 1:8  if you believe the wrong gospel, you are putting yourself back under the Law, 
therefore "accursed".  Those teaching such things today are also putting themselves under 
a curse and the Law.  What does "accursed" mean?  See Gal 3:10-13. 
 

This is why a dispensational understanding of the Bible is critical. 

NOTES:   


