
6/16/19     THE 7 CHURCHES OF REVELATION 
 
The general understanding of the 7 Churches is that it speaks of 7 different church ages.  
This is how it is commonly taught.  Often folks find this view puzzling – and we know why 
– because as those who rightly divide the Word, we understand that that list and the 
teachings contained therein are NOT to the Church, the Body of Christ.  How could they 
be, when the BOC will be absent from the earth at the time of their fulfillment? 
 
Clearly, with the admonishment to "repent so they could be saved", we can know with 
assurance that John was not addressing us, the Body of Christ (BOC).  They often teach 
that we are living in the Laodicean Age.  This is because they do not or cannot recognize 
dispensational distinctions. 
 
Eph 2:11  "In time past..."  we were without Christ and without any spiritual hope.  Israel 
had spiritual hope – we as Gentiles did not.  Vs 12.   
vs 13  "But now..." the blood of Christ has made us nigh and purchased our salvation, 
along with Israel's.  He has created one new creature, one new body for salvation.  Vss 
15 & 16. 
 
Eph 2:7  "Ages to come..."  God will do something different than He has in the past.  He 
will resume the prophetic program. 
 
Remember the main division in scripture is Prophecy / Mystery. 
 
We must always answer 4 main questions: 
1 – Where in time? 
2 – Who was writing/speaking? 
3 – Audience? 
4 – Context? 
 
John, in Matt 10, was commanded by Jesus NOT to go to the Gentiles.  Why would John 
then write a letter to to Gentiles?  That is the first clue as to who he was addressing (pt 3) 
 
We have been conditioned by religion to believe the entire Bible is to us and about us.  IT 
IS NOT. 
 
1 John 1:9  This is not how our sins are forgiven. 
Col 2:10-13  We are complete in Him, from the moment we believed.  Vs 14 makes it 
clear we no longer have to worry about the Law.  John the Apostle taught a different way 
to have your sins forgiven:  repent of your sin and be water baptized.   
 
John 15:1-6  See how conditional Jesus' teaching was?  None of this matches what Paul 
taught, which was what the RISEN Christ later taught him and told him to teach.  
(remember the principle of progressive revelation).  Vs 6  scares a lot of people 
needlessly.  It does not apply to us in the BOC. 
 
Rev 1:1  Reference to His 2nd Coming.  End time events.   
Gal 1:16  Christ was revealed in Paul – a totally different revelation (see also Gal 1:12). 
 
1 Peter 1:13  The 2nd Coming is the topic of 1 Peter.  He means the literal manifestation 



of Christ.  A future event.  See vs 7. 
 
Rev 1:3  Prophecy – the book of Revelation is a prophecy and applies to Ages To Come.   
Vs 4  those 7 churches were Kingdom churches that actually existed at that time. As we 
know, the prophetic program is on hold until that time.  There will be Kingdom churches 
that will exist again, just as they did before. People will be saved like they were before the 
Dispensation of the grace of God.  Vs 6  see the promise to be kings and priests unto 
God?  Matches the teaching in 1 Peter 2:9:  royal priesthood, as taught in Exodus 19:6. 
 
We, the church, are never called priests or a royal priesthood.  We are called members of 
His Body. 
 
11 am continued: 
 
The prophecies being fulfilled in Revelation are found in the OT.  Rev 1:3  Clearly stated, 
it is a book of prophecy.   
 
Matt 24:29  "those days" means the days of His coming (see vss 21-22)  Jesus is 
talking about a time that will be worse than anything has ever been.  Vs 30  When He 
sets up His Kingdom on the earth. 
 
Rev 1:8-11  What did John mean by "the Lord's Day" in vs 10?  He did not mean 
Sunday or even Saturday.  He means "the Day of the Lord" which always has meant the 
Day He returns, the Tribulation period. 
 
Isaiah 2:11-12  "in that day" same as what John called the Lord's Day, vs 12.   
vs 17  "the Lord alone will be exalted in that day..."  All through this chapter is a 
description of the Day of the Lord – when God begins to pour out His wrath and set up His 
Kingdom on the earth. 
 
Rev 6:12  This is the fulfillment of what Jesus prophesied in Matt 24.  Note all the 
shaking – just as we read in the Isaiah verses.  Vs 17  "The great day of His wrath" 
 
Rev 1:4  Read carefully:  this is ONE letter to 7 churches that all exist at the same time.  
This refutes the 7 Ages theory.  Again the confusion arises from the lack of right division.  
Vs 11: "Write in a book...", not seven different books. 
 
Rev 2:1-6  To the church at Ephesus.   
 
Eph 4:11  gifts God gave the early church for perfecting and edifying, for ministry.  (the 
canon of scripture was not yet completed).   
 
2 Tim. 3:16  Paul says all scripture is given by God that the man of God may be "perfect" 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works.  Notice that scripture does now, what Paul said 
the gifts were for.  (by then the canon WAS nearly finished). 
 
Rev 2:1-2  "say they are apostles and are not". This is not our issue.  We no longer need 
apostles to give us revelation from God. 
 
Vss 5-7  Repent, overcome, do works.  All are consistent with the Kingdom gospel.  Also 



note the Tree of Life reference. 
 
Now see Rev 22:2  Where IS the Tree of Life?  In the New Jerusalem!  On the earth, for 
the healing of nations. We as the BOC do not need it, and will not be there to partake of 
it.  We will be in heavenly places.   
 
Rev 2:8  To Smyrna.  Some people are calling themselves Jews, but are not.  Can this be 
our issue?  No.  In the Dispensation of Grace, in the Body of Christ, there IS no Jew or 
Gentile.   
Rom 2:28 & 29  What a "Jew" is during this dispensation. 
 
Acts 7:51  Stephen called the Jews stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart – just like Paul 
says in Romans 2.  The true Jew is the one who believes in his heart that Jesus is the 
Messiah.   
 
Luke 12:31-32  You who follow Me are the ones who will get what God has promised.   
 
Rev 2:9  These Jews were very religious people, but they did not believe Jesus was 
Messiah.  They say they are Jews, but God knows their hearts.   
 
Vs 10  more overcoming, "enduring to the end".  Our salvation is not dependent on this.  
Vs 11 The 2nd death is the Lake of Fire.  We do not have to overcome to be saved! 
 
Rev 20:12  final judgment as referred to previously.  The second death = vs 14. 
 
If you have trusted Christ as your savior, you have already overcome.  You will never face 
the Lake of Fire. 
 
Rom 8:31-33  we are justified.  Vs 34  Jesus has interceded for us.  Vss 38-39  these 
are our promises and aren't they glorious? :) 
1 Cor 3:13  This is what Paul said about our judgment before Christ, and our works.  Vs 
15 We will be saved even if our works are burned up.   
 

Basically, what has been said about the first 3 churches can be repeated about the other 
4.  It is clearly seen that they are not to us in this age.   

NOTES:   
 


