
2/16/20   10 am KNOWING GOD'S WILL FOR MY LIFE 
  
 
1 Tim 2:4  This is really the main thing:  1.  Saved   2. Come to the knowledge of the 
truth. 
 
Define "being saved".  It is not:  asking Jesus into my heart, doing good works, going to a 
church, being baptized, etc.  Men are saved by understanding and believing 1 Cor. 15:1-
4  AND  Eph 2:8-9  important follow up to the Gospel.  Faith – the only response God is 
looking for. 
 
The Cross plus nothing :)  Faith alone by grace alone.  And this is radically different from 
what we usually hear in most churches.   
 
There are 2 steps to becoming saved: 
 
Rom 3:10  nobody is righteous in the sight of God. 
Vs 19  all the world is guilty. 
Vs 20  you can't be saved by the Law.  So many don't get this. 
 
Rom 6:23, Rev 20:13-14 
 
Admit you're a sinner, believe the Gospel. 
 
Back to 1 Tim 2:4b  - "come to the knowledge of the truth".  The bible is truth – all of it.  
But the truth is to be rightly divided because not every truth in scripture is applicable to 
you and I today. 
 
Gen 9:12  God promised never to flood the earth again.  Therefore there would be no 
need for anyone today to build an Ark.  There are many such events in scripture where 
God's purpose was accomplished, once and for all.   
 
Rom 3:21-24  We have Jesus' righteousness WITHOUT the Law.  22 times Paul tells us 
we're not under the Law.   
 
We always tend to think we can make outselves acceptable to God through our own 
efforts.  Just reflect on all the ways you do this in your own life. 
 
Rom 7:6  We are delivered from the Law... 
Rom 10:4  Christ is the END of the Law... 
Rom 6:1  How were we baptized into Jesus Christ?  No water is mentioned.  This is a 
dispensational distinction.  Nobody in early Acts, or Matthew, Mark, Luke and John could 
claim this.   
1 Cor. 12:13  "baptized into one body"  No water.  This happened when you believed.  
Very different than what happened in Acts 2.  Jesus baptized them with the Holy Spirit.  In 
this verse we see the Holy Spirit baptizes us into Christ. 
Eph 1:3  none of the people in M-M-L-J or early Acts could claim this. 
 
Jesus came to confirm the 5 Covenants made to Israel;  all were earthly blessings. 
See vss 12-14  the moment you believed, you were sealed til the day of redemption.  



You will not find this promise in the Old Testament or the Gospels.  Nobody had the Holy 
Spirit back then except Jesus and John the Baptist. 
 
So rightly dividing the Word of truth is critically important. 
 
What about those who do come to Christ, but never to a full knowledge of the truth?  See 
1 Cor 3:12-15  (Judgment Seat of Christ).  We are saved and sealed – that IS forever.  
But there are rewards and loss of rewards found at the Throne.  And what does Paul tell 
us they are based on?  What is the "fire"? 
 
See Jeremiah 23:29, Luke 24:30-32, Psalm 105:19  The Word is what tries the heart 
of man at the Judgment seat. 
 
1 Cor 3:16-17  We are the Temple of God.  False religion and paganism defiled the 
actual temple of God.  This is still true today.   

 

11 am     ARE YOU FOLLOWING JESUS? 
 
We hear this all the time "we are following Jesus" "We are Jesus followers"  but what does 
that actually mean?  What do the Scriptures say about that? 
 
Matt 4:18-19  Jesus calls Peter and Andrew to follow Him. 
 
1st, what was Jesus' earthly ministry about?  To fulfill all God's promises and covenants to 
Israel.  And He specifically taught His followers NOT to preach to Gentiles (Matt 10:5).  
The message was "the kingdom of heaven is at hand" – it was within their grasp. 
 
Heb 9:14-17  When did the New Testament begin?  At the death of Christ.  Up until His 
death, they were under the dispensation of the Law and all Jesus' commands and 
teachings confirm this. 
 
Eph 2:11  (Time Past was Genesis to Acts 9)  Were His followers following the gospel of 
the grace of God?  Of course not.   
 
Jesus nor the 12 ever preached the death, burial and resurrection for salvation.  A careful 
reading of the Gospels will reveal this.   
 
Matt 16:21-23  Did Peter understand the death, burial and resurrection?  No.   
Mark 9:31-32  They didn't understand even when He told them He would die.   
Nobody knew about the Cross!  How could they have preached the Cross? 
What did they believe? 
– He was their Messiah 
– He will fulfill all the OT promises 
– He will bring in the Kingdom 
–  
John 1:35-37  John the Baptist had disciples 1st.  They were already following him.  
Then John told them that Jesus was the Lamb of God, the prophesied Messiah.   
Vss 38-41  They were already looking for their Messiah, based on the teachings of J.T.B.  
These men knew scripture;  had studied them and were waiting and watching.   
John 10:25-30  and vss 4-5  show that His sheep would know His voice when He 



arrived. 
Matt 16:24  What does this mean?  He was telling them prepare to die for what you 
believe. 
Rom 6:1-4  As far as God is concerned, we are dead.   
 
What other things did Jesus instruct His followers?  Sell all you have and give to the poor. 
 
Mark 10:17-23  Rich young ruler.  Jesus knew his heart and pointed out the one thing 
he lacked.  The young man wouldn't give up his possessions. 
Acts 2:41-45  They were still doing that in Acts 2 – selling what they had was not 
optional.   
 
Salad Bar Christians pick and choose what they like and ignore what they don't.   
 
So can you really follow Jesus according to the Gospels? 
 
1 Cor 11:1  We are to follow Paul as he follows Christ. 
1 Tim 1:15-16  Paul was saved 1st in this dispensation – he is our pattern. 
 
If you want life everlasting, you follow Paul.  Paul got saved by grace through faith.  You 
got saved the same way.  Nobody is too bad for God's salvation.  Paul had been Jesus' #1 
Enemy! 
 
Col 2:6-7  How did you receive Jesus?  By grace through faith.  So that's how you follow 
(or walk) in Him.  You don't want to believe anyone who tries to convince you that there is 
anything "missing" from your salvation.   
1 Cor 14:37  Truly spiritual people will acknowledge that what Paul wrote is distinct from 
what the other apostles wrote.   
1 Tim 6:3-4  When you read the teachings of Paul, you are reading the teachings of 
Jesus Christ and they are not the same as what He taught His disciples!   
 
The Kingdom of Heaven is NOT at hand for one thing.   
He will not be here until the 2nd Coming. 
And Paul's message is not only to Gentiles but to Jews as well.   
 
NOTES: 


