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10 am       PEACE 
 
Luke 2:13 & 14  As lovely as it sounds, we cannot take vs 14 literally today – it is a 
future prophecy and someday will be fulfilled. 
 
Isaiah 9:6  another "Christmas card verse" along with vs 7, also future prophecy. 
 
People say the "Kingdom of God is in our hearts" but that is taking these verses out of 
their proper context.  These verses MEAN a literal earthly kingdom in Israel.   
 
Isaiah 61:1-3  Prophecy about that Kingdom. 
 
Luke 4:18  Jesus reading Isaiah 61 near the beginning of His ministry.  Notice that He 
stops reading before He gets to the part about vengeance.  Because that part is FUTURE.   
A lot of things would happen before vengeance came, and He knew this.  That is why He 
stopped reading precisely at that spot.  Until the Prince of Peace is here ruling from the 
Throne, we will not have true Peace on Earth.   
 
Matt 24:2-36  All verses speak of His 2nd coming after the Tribulation and the end of the 
world.  After that He will set up His kingdom.   
 
Luke 12:49-53  Jesus didn't plan to bring peace, but division!  When you stand for the 
truth of the gospel, there will be division. 
 
Matt 3:7-9  John the Baptist preaching.  He knows some wrath will be poured out before 
the Kingdom is set up on earth.  The religious leaders of Israel believed that because they 
were descendants of Abraham they were in right standing automatically with God.  Not 
too different than people today who say they are saved "because I go to church" or "I was 
baptized as a baby" or "my father was a pastor" or whatever. 
Vss 10-12  baptism with the Holy Ghost for some, but cast into the Lake of Fire for 
others. 
 
2 Thess 1:7-9  We'll already be in heaven when this happens. 
 
1 Thess. 5:1-6  The Day of the Lord – when Jesus returns to the earth in vengeance.  
Everything will be dark.  The only light will come from Christ Himself. That's how every eye 
will see Him.   
Vs 3 – unbelievers will think the antichrist has brought peace and safety. 
 
Paul teaches us different things about peace. 
 
John 14:27  His followers can have peace while they wait for His return.   

Rom 5:1  We have peace with God. 

11 am     THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS 
 
1 Tim 3:16  "And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was 
manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 
believed on in the world, received up into glory." 
 



The traditional view is that this verse speaks of Jesus Christ.  Jesus WAS in fact God in the 
flesh.  But ask yourself why would Jesus need to be justified?  He was God. 
 
Some corroborating verses:  Rom 1:4, Matt 4:11, Matt 10  (He tells His disciples not to 
preach about Him to the Gentiles).  The 1st example is Acts 14, when Paul teaches them.   
 
Col 1:6  says He was believed on in the world. 
Matt 16:19 His ascension.  "received into glory" 
 
Paul states "great is the mystery of godliness".  So what did he mean by that?  Is it 
possible Paul is actually speaking of the Body of Christ and not Christ Himself?  Certainly, 
WE needed to be justified.  Let's look. 
 
2 Cor 4:6  This is the gospel he's talking about. (the light of the knowledge) 
Gal 2:20  Christ lives in the believer. 
Phil 2:13  It is God that works in us, in our flesh.   
1 Cor 6:11  We are washed, sanctified, and justified by the Spirit of God. 
 
Eph 3:1-3  God revealed a mystery to Paul for the Gentiles. 
Vss 4-5  this mystery was never made known by another, either in the Old Testament or 
Matt-Mk-Luke-John  (see also vs 8) 
vss 6-9  the fellowship of the mystery. 
vs 10  good and bad angelic beings are watching what we say and do. 
 
Rom 16:25  One thing Peter & Paul preached the same was Jesus' death, burial and 
resurrection from the O.T.  You had to understand Jesus from the prophets.  Vss 26-27  
"all nations" is to the Gentiles. 
 
"received into glory" see Eph 2:6  sounds like past tense.  It's already happened to us, in 
God's point of view.   
 
So how do I manifest godliness?   
 
1 Tim 4:7-8  (bodily exercise means ascetism, not talking about staying in good shape 
physically).  Asceticism is self imposed dos & don'ts you practice in order to be closer to 
God or more spiritual.  That is what Paul says avails little.   
 
A mental list of do's and don'ts is ok, but it cannot make you godly.  Letting the life of 
Christ manifest in your behavior does.  See vss 12 – 13 of 1 Tim 4.  Your mind needs to 
be renewed so you can let the Word dwell in you richly.  That's how you manifest the Life 
of Christ. 
 
Rom 12:1 & 2 how it's done. 
 
NOTES:     


