
11/4/19  10 am  CONFUSION IN THE CHURCH 

 

1 Cor 14:33  God is not the author of confusion. 
1 Cor 12:1  We are not be to ignorant about spiritual gifts. 

1 Cor 14:5  The purpose of the gifts was to edify the church (edify = build up) 
1 Cor 13:2-3  Without charity, none of the gifts matter.  Charity = putting 

spiritual needs of others ahead of ourselves. 
 

There were problems with the gifts in that particular church.  There are over 
200 denominations calling themselves Christian.  They don't all teach the same 

thing.   Being biblically ignorant is the #1 reason for division. 
 

1. 2 Peter 3:3-5  willing ignorance.  Root word is ignore.  They were 
ignoring Scripture. 

1 Cor 14:37-38  You have a choice to study, understand and believe God's 
words (all scripture) or not. 

 

So many people just let the pastor or priest or teach teach them all they know 
about the Bible without verifying it's true or not. 

 
1 Tim 1:12  Paul explains how and why he got saved and why God chose him.  

He persecuted the early church out of ignorance.  What were Jesus' words on 
the Cross?  "Father forgive them, for they know not what they do". 

 
Rom 1:28  Talking about the downward drift of carnal man in history.  Another 

example of willing ignorance. 
 

2. Another reason for confusion is carnality. 
1 Cor 1:10  Paul admonished them for their divisions.  See the reasons in 1 

Cor 3:1-3.     
James 3:13-16  Cross-dispensational truth.  The remedy is found in vss 17 & 

18. 

 
Much of the concern today is how comfortable, entertaining, fun, exciting etc, 

a church will be for me.  That is a carnal view of what church should be.  
Doctrine can take a back seat to providing good lighting, good coffee, a nice 

library, an entertaining worship service, good kids program, and so forth.   
 

2 Tim 2:15  If you practice this verse, you won't be guilty of verse 14.   
 

Many times bible verses are reinterpreted – out of context of course – to 
support that denomination's traditions and beliefs.  "What that really means 

is....." 
 

2 Tim 2:16  What are those?  Meaningless interpretations, explanations that 
cannot be backed up by scripture.   

 

Ungodliness?  Anything taught or believed that doesn't line up with sound 
doctrine, especially that taught by Paul. 



The word "Ashamed" in scripture is associated with confusion and doubt.  See:  

Psalm 44:15, Psalm 70:2, 71:1 

 
When you don't rightly divide you become confused, and you can begin to 

doubt. 
 

11 am (continued)   
We know who the author of confusion is, and it's not God!  It's the enemy 

(satan). 
 

Many churches do preach the Gospel of the death, burial and resurrection 
through faith alone in Christ alone, without works.  Even so, they can still be 

very confused.  Martin Luther taught infant baptism, and that water baptism 
was needed for salvation. 

 
Teaching confusing doctrines makes believers unstable. 

 

Covenant and Reformed Theology churches teach the right gospel, but still put 
people under a performance based system to "maintain" their salvation. 

 
What about the 7 Churches in Revelation and how the Lord Jesus admonishes 

them for various things? 
 

Rev 1:11 
Rev 2 & 3  One narrative about these 7 churches commonly taught is that 

these are "7 church ages".  In fact, the 7 Asian churches did exist 
contemporaneous with one another.  (This fact alone makes the 7 Church Age 

theory improbable). 
 

Remember, John was a minister of the circumcision, not a minister to the Body 
of Christ. 

In the early Acts period, these were 7 kingdom churches found by Peter and 

the other 11 apostles. 
Christ is speaking to John, the apostle to the Little Flock/Kingdom church. 

 
"The Lord's Day" always refers to the day Christ returns in vengeance and 

wrath, found in many places in prophecy.   
 

Vs 11 makes it clear ONE book was to be sent at the same time to these 7 
named churches (which do not exist today, by the way). 

 
Where is the Tree of Life? 

 
See Rev 22:1 & 2.  A real tree, on the earth.  Where will we be then?  In 

Heaven.  We do not have to overcome anything – we'll be gone.  But those 
churches will have to overcome.   

 

Vs 8 to Smyrna.  Being a Jew or Gentile will be an issue again at that time. 
Vs 10  has never yet happened, but will.  Martyrdom will be a common reality.  



If you overcome, you won't face the Lake of Fire.  (the 2nd Death).  (see Rev 

20:6, also vs 14). 

 
We who live today do not have to fear any of these warnings. 

 
Vs 12  to Pergamos. 

Vs 18 to Thyatira.   
Vs 26  another warning to hold fast and overcome.   

 
What is Israel's destiny when Jesus sits on the throne in Jerusalem?  Israel will 

have dominion over the earth!  See Psalm 2:6-12  prophecy about the 
Tribulation, and the verses we just read in Rev. 2. 

 
Rev 3:1 to Sardis.   His words in vs 3 sound a lot like other warnings, doesn't 

it?  "He comes as a thief in the night..." 
 

1 Thess 5:4  Paul talking about the Day of the Lord.  (in chap 4 he described 

the Rapture/catching away).  This is a different event.   
What Paul describes in vss 1-7 are about the Day of the Lord.  (The 2 events 

have to be separated by at least 7 years).   
 

Rev 3:5  "They" can have their names blotted out of the Book of Life, but we 
cannot. 

 
Rev 3:20-21  Note the promise here. 

 
Eph 1:3  we are already seated with Him in heavenly places.  See also Eph 

2:6, Eph 1:20.  This is where WE are right now as far as God is concerned.  
Now we see why there is so much confusion.  By not rightly understanding 

Israel's program as distinct from the Body of Christ's program, you cause 
confusion in the church. 

 

NOTES: 


