
11/17/19  10 am           THE MIND OF CHRIST 

 

1 Cor 2:15-16  Paul doesn't mean judge in a negative condemning way, but in 
a discerning way, recognizing truth from error. 

 
We who are believers have the mind of Christ because we can know and 

understand scriptures – or at least we're supposed to.  We can because of the 
indwelling Holy Spirit and understand/believe them.  (see vss 10 & 11) 

 
Phil 2:1-10  What this speaks to is motivation, attitude & care for the church 

& others.  The level of humility demonstrated by Christ is amazing, hard to 
wrap our minds around.   

 
God had every right to wipe out Israel for their disobedience and rebellion.  But 

He did not.  He did just the opposite – extended His mercy and grace in 
unfathomable measure. 

 

11 am   THE WISDOM AND POWER OF GOD 
 

1 Cor 1:22-24  Paul refers to Christ as the power and wisdom of God.  The 
Cross is both the power of God & the wisdom of God.   

 
Vs 22  Jews seek signs – they want to see a display of power.  It was their 

birthright. Greeks on the other hand seek wisdom. 
 

Exodus 4:1-5  God shows Moses that He will perform signs and wonders to 
convince everyone God is speaking and acting.  From the beginning, God used 

signs and wonders to get Israel's attention.   
 

Acts 17:16-18  Paul in Athens, speaking to the Greeks (philosophers and 
Stoics).  Vs 21  they loved philosophy, humanism, intellect above all things.  

They worshipped or idolized, human intellect. (Plato, Socrates, etc) 

 
1 Cor 1:23  Christ crucified was a stumbling block to the Jews & foolishness to 

the Greeks.   
 

The sign that God gave Israel was the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.  
See Matt 12:39-41.  He was speaking of Israel on Judgment Day.   

 
All of His other signs were to confirm the promises made to the Fathers (Rom 

15:8) 
 

1 Cor 1:25  Where did man's wisdom come from?  Adam and Eve.  Our 1st 
example is Gen. 3:6 

 
We can see how easy it was for Eve to rationalize eating the fruit of the Tree of 

Life: 

     
  Good for food ("We all need to eat!") 



  Pleasant to the eyes ("Something so lovely can't be bad for me!") 

  To be desired to make one wise ("I'll be smarter and wiser – how can 

that be a bad thing?") 
 

BUT!  See vs 5  Being as gods meant in reality being like satan :( 
 

1 John 2:15-16  these verses put us in mind of what Eve thought in the 
Garden.  And here we are warned! 

 
Remember the natural mind can rationalize anything it wants = the wisdom of 

man. 
   

Gen 3:7  they tried to fix their problem themselves rather than turn to God 
and repent and ask for His help.  Wrong solution! 

 
It is part of our fallen nature to try to fix our sin ourselves.  This is what makes 

"works" so seductive and appealing to us.  "Just tell us what to do to please 

you God and we'll do it!" 
 

Another thing we do is run away from God.  Gen 3:8  We try to hide and cover 
up our sin and ignore God (See Rom 1) 

 
vs 12  next example of man's wisdom – BLAME someone else.  Adam blamed 

Eve, and by extension, God.   
 

Vs 13  at least Eve was honest, but in part she's blaming the serpent who 
beguiled her. 

 
1 Cor 1:25  What unbelievers call foolish is God's wisdom.  What men call 

weak is God's strength.   
 

1 Cor 15:42-43  Physical death is a display of weakness.   

 
John 12:23  Jesus telling them about His impending death, burial and 

resurrection.  This in the eyes of the world is weakness.  Yet, to God is was a 
show of strength, in what was accomplished.  1 Cor 1:27-31 

 

NOTES: 
 


