
8/4/19  10 am Sunday School   THE BIBLE DEFINITION OF BORN AGAIN, Pt 2 
 
Review from last week:  John 3:3  Nicodemus comes to Jesus and acknowledges that 
Jesus must be a teacher sent from God as evidenced by His ability to do miracles. 
 
Then Jesus explains what Israel needed:  to be "born again" in order to see the Kingdom 
of God. 
 
Israel had been "physically born" back in Genesis 17 with the Abrahamic Covenant.  But 
they needed to be SPIRITUALLY born again in order to see and live in the reality of the 
New Kingdom.   
 
1 Peter 1:23  Peter tells his followers that they are born again by the Word. 
Exod 4:22  Israel is God's firstborn. 
Deut. 32:18  Israel has forgotten who begat them (the Rock is a reference to Jesus). 
 
John 3:10  Jesus questions Nicodemus' knowledge of Old Testament things (he was a 
Pharisee after all – one who prided himself on knowing the scriptures thoroughly). 
 
Without the "new birth" Israel would not have the discernment to understand Him, Who 
He was, and what He had come to give them.   
 
Luke 3:7-8  John the Baptist speaking to Pharisees mainly.  See also vs 16. 
 
Isaiah 66:5-9  vss 5 & 6 are prophecies about Jesus' 2nd coming.   Vss 7-9  are about 
the physical birth of Israel AND prophecy about their spiritual birth. 
 
John 3:3  Jesus also meant they would not see the literal physical Kingdom of God if they 
were not born again. 
 
Meaning of vs 5:  Jesus compares natural birth (breaking of waters) to the spiritual birth. 
Vs 8  prophetic about the Holy Spirit coming at Pentecost in Acts 2 
vs 9  Nicodemus still doesn't get it. 
 
Ezekiel 37:1  "Valley of Dry Bones" vision.  Vss 3-5  God is going to breathe life into 
those dry bones and give them life again.   
Vs 9  How did God get breath into these resurrected people?  Wind.   
Vss 12-14  When God will make Israel a nation again, a rebirth of them as a nation with 
God's spirit this time.   
 
Acts 2:2  God demonstrating how He intended to revitalize Israel spiritually.  Again see 
the reference to wind.  Because Israel rejected the Holy Spirit (see Acts 7), this will not 
occur until the 2nd Coming of Christ. 
 
Nobody was "born of the spirit" until Acts 2. 
 
John 20:22  Jesus breathes on His disciples and commissions them by giving them the 
Holy Spirit.  This equates Him with God in Ezekiel.   
 
John 3:9-11  Nicodemus questions;  Jesus explains.  "We" means the Trinity – because 



it's capitalized.  This means all 3 members of the Godhead are manifested in Christ. 
 
John 5:32-36  The witness of God in Christ.  "the other" refers to John the Baptist. 

 

11 am  Message   THE POWER OF GOD TO CHANGE YOUR LIFE 
 
If God is going to change you, it will be through His Word.  He has not lost any of His 
power! 
 
Isaiah 55:8-9  God's ways and thoughts are higher than ours.   
Vs 11  God's Word will accomplish what He intended it to do.   
- it changes the heart that received it. 
- it will condemn the heart that refuses it. 
 
Matt 4:4  Jesus only uses SCRIPTURE to refute satan.  Notice vss 4,7,10:  'IT IS 
WRITTEN" That was His response to every temptation of the enemy. 
 
II Tim 3:16  "all scripture is given by God..." Look at all the things know the Word can 
accomplish in us! 
 
1 Thess 2:13  God gave Paul His words to be written down and shares as scripture.   If 
God is to change you, it will be through the Word. 
 
Matt 22:29  Jesus scolding the Pharisees for not knowing scripture.  See vs 31. 
 
The Word is the only objective standard for knowing what God is saying to us. 
 
Rom 1:16  "I am not ashamed..." The Gospel of Christ is the power of God on display 
today.   
 
1 Cor 1:17  God sent Paul not to baptize but to preach the gospel.  It IS the power of 
God.  You want miracles?  Share the gospel & get people saved – there's your miracle! 
 
What is that Gospel?  1 Cor 15:1-4  And Paul was the 1st person ever to preach it. 
 
Gal 1:11 Christ gave Paul his gospel, not any other man.  See also Rom 16:25.  Also 
Gal. 1:16. 
 
1 Tim 1:16  "that in me first..." God chose Paul to demonstrate His longsuffering.  He 
chose the worst enemy (on earth) that the early church ever had. 
 
Col 2:8  "spoil" means rob you of what you possess.  There is a course to this world, run 
by satan.  It is contrary to the Word of God and to God Himself.  Notice all the things 
listed here.  These are all religious lies taught by much mainstream denominations today. 
 
In "Times Past" you did have to prove your faith through your works, but that is no longer 
true today in the "But Now".  Good works are a natural result of the love of God in our 
hearts.  Our motivation to do good things for other should be grace – it should not be an 
attempt to earn God's approval.   
 



We should never live in fear that we have not yet done enough to "get into Heaven".   
 
God's standard is impossibly high & holy.  Only by Christ dying in our place and imputing 
His own righteousness to us, can we ever hope to be acceptable to God.   
 
Col 2:11   What was that circumcision?  It was a physical act o obedience that was a sign 
in the flesh setting Jews & proselytes apart for God.  Our circumcision today is spiritual act 
done by Christ when we believe.  What was "cut away" was the body of the sins of the 
flesh. 
 
Vs 12  What was this baptism?  Jesus spoke of His death on the Cross as a "baptism".  
That is the baptism we go through now, when we believe.  It's not water;  it is spiritual.  
Vss 13-14  What was accomplished for us when we believed.  Jesus nailed the Law to His 
Cross.  (ordinances were the Law).  Vss 16-17  explain and demonstrate it was speaking 
of the Law.   
 
NOTES: 
 


