
7-28-19   10 am Sunday School       THE 4 GOSPELS 
 
The word gospel means GOOD NEWS or good message – the word in Greek is 
"euaggélion" or as we might pronounce it:  evangelon. 
 
But it is used in several different contexts throughout Scripture.   
 
The good news of the 4 Synoptic Gospels is that Messiah promised in the OT is here to 
fulfill the 5 Covenants.  They are 4 different accounts, written by 4 different men, about 
His work, His message, and the events that took place during His lifetime. 
 
Matt. 10:5  to Israel only. 
Rom 15:8 Paul explains one of the main reasons why Jesus came and why it was for 
Israel's benefit. 
 
Some criticize the 4 Gospels in that there are inconsistences between them.  But that WAS 
the purpose of the Holy Spirit.  Each one describes Jesus differently and for a reason. 
 
1. King 
2. Christ, the suffering servant 
3. Son of Man 
4. Son of God (diety) 
 
1)  Matthew presents Christ as Israel's KING. 
 
2 Sam 7:12-16,  Jeremiah 23:5-6  Prophecies about the seed of David who God will 
set upon David's throne forever. 
 
Matt 1:1-18  Genealogy of Jesus.  Did you ever wonder what the purpose of all those 
names was?  Matthew wrote it to show how Jesus fulfilled those promises in 2 Samuel and 
Jeremiah.   
 
2) Mark presents Christ as the suffering servant. 
 
Mark 12:1-11  Jesus prophesying to Israel what they would do to Him. 
Zech. 3:8-10  Messianic prophecy – compare this to Mark 10:42-45  Christ fulfilling the 
role. 
 
3)  Luke presents Jesus as The Son of Man  (his human side; that we identify with). 
 
Zech 6:12-13  Messianic prophecy.  Luke records 25 times Jesus calling Himself the Son 
of Man.   
 
4)  John presents Jesus as God 
 
Isaiah 25:6-9  Messianic prophecy.  Vs 10 mountain = realm or stronghold/kingdom.   
Rev 21:6  Jesus calls Himself Alpha and Omega (the beginning and the end) 
 
John 1:1-4  Established clearly that Jesus is God, the Creator of all things.  See vs 14. 
John 14:7-11 Jesus claims to be God.   



11 am Message BIBLE DEFINITION OF BORN AGAIN 
 
The term "born again" commonly is used to describe anyone who has trusted Christ as 
their Savior.  If that is what YOU mean when you use the term, it's ok.   
 
But what is the Bible definition of BORN AGAIN?  In the interest of understanding your 
bible better, we study this term.   
 
To clarify:  NOW, You are saved the moment you trust Christ according to 1 Cor 15:1-4.  
Christ imputes His righteousness to you and baptizes you and seals you with His Holy 
Spirit.   
 
John 3:3  This is the verse we often hear cited. 
 
Pharisees = "separated ones" a religious order that believed righteousness came through 
observance of the Mosaic Laws.  But over the years, they added many traditions of men to 
the Law in an attempt to make themselves even more "holy and righteous". 
 
Luke 11:37-38  shows what Pharisees considered important, but Jesus exposes their 
hypocrisy in vss 39-40.  He was God; He saw their hearts.  He defines wickedness as 
disobedience to God's Word.  See His condemnation of them in vss 42-44.   
 
Back to John 3:1  Nicodemus called Jesus "Master" – acknowledging Jesus as spiritual 
leader/teacher.  Matt 23:1-8  Rabbi = spiritual master; teacher.  Jesus scolds them for 
using the title rabbi in vss 8-10. 
 
John 3:2  every OT prophet associated miracles with teaching.   
 
1 Kings 13:1-5  Prophet was Elijah.  (his name meant "man of God").  Israel was in 
idolatry, sacrificing to false gods.  When prophets spoke, it was with signs and wonders, 
and that is Nicodemus' frame of reference. What Elijah prophesied about the altar came to 
pass.   
 
John 3:3  Jesus seems to be saying that Nicodemus didn't yet realize Who He was and 
that He was bringing in the Kingdom of God. 
 
1 Peter 1:23  Peter used the term born again and explains that it is a spiritual 
phenomenon.  Peter was only sent to Jews, to Israel.  He was teaching they needed to be 
born again. 
 
1 John 5:1  "born of God" similar terminology.  Vss 3-5  are instructions to believing 
Israel who will go through the Tribulation. 
 
John 3:3  Note that Jesus is talking to a JEW about the earthly Kingdom of God (we 
learned last week about the 2 aspects of the Kingdom of God). 
 
Vs 5 – basically explaining that unless you are born again, you won't understand the 
spritual nature of God's Kingdom.   
 
Deut. 11 speak of "the days of heaven upon the earth" for Israel.  "on earth as it is in 



Heaven" – sound familiar?  Jesus will be ruling then on the earth as He does in heaven 
now.   
 
John 3:4  Nicodemus doesn't understand what Jesus means.  Vs 5  Jesus explains that 
it's spiritual, not physical.  See 1 Cor 2:14. 
 
John 19:39  Nicodemus shows up again.  We don't know whether Nicodemus became a 
believer but it seems that he might have by his actions here. 
 
John 3:5-6  What does this mean?  A baby is born encased in water & it comes out.  "It's 
not enough you are a Jew by birth"  because they thought being a son of Abraham it was 
enough.  Jesus tells them that's good, but not good enough.  They needed a spiritual 
rebirth.   
 
Vs 7  "marvel not..."  YE is the key word here.  YE means plural and means ALL of Israel.  
Nicodemus represents all of Israel since he is a leader.  Important distinction that sheds 
light on many verses.  Thou/thee = singular pronouns.   
 
Exod. 4:22  God calls Israel His son.  Jewishness was by natural birth, by blood lineage.  
"birth of a nation" is a term that we still use today. 
 
Deut 32:18  "begat" means to give birth to. 
 
Luke 3:7-8  Jews had pride in being the seed of Abraham.   
 
Isaiah 66:7-9  "man child" = the nation Israel.   
 
NOTES: 
 


