
Nov 26 2018   Why Did the Early Church Have Sign Gifts? 
 
1. To provoke Israel to jealousy 
2. Not everything had yet been revealed to Paul for the Body of Christ before the 
completed canon of scripture. 
 
Acts 9:6 and 15 Jesus Christ reveals what He intends to do with and to, and through Paul 
(Saul).  See also Acts 26:13-19. 
 
Rom 1:16  “Jew first ministry” in the early years.  Israel has priority in the early Acts years. 
 
Rom 11:11 Paul had a “provoking ministry”. 
 
Rom 11:13 Paul explains he has enlarged his ministry (office) to include Jews and Gentiles. 
Later there came a time when the provoking ministry to Israel would end.  Acts 28.   
Acts 28:23-28  This is the final turning away from the Jews primarily and turning TO the 
Gentiles. 
Rom 10:3  God began to end the distinction between Jew and Gentile. 
 
How would God provoke the Jews?   
1 Cor. 1:22 and Psalm 74:9 (signs were the birth right of Israel) 
 
The other purpose was that at that time we didn't have a complete Bible.  So how was God to 
communicate what He wanted the people to know?  Words of Knowledge, Prophecies and 
Tongues were the revelatory gifts as seen in 1 Cor. 13 and 14. 
 
1 Cor. 14:3-4   Paul makes the point the prophecy was more edifying (more beneficial) to 
the building and purpose of the early church.  See also vss. 6-31 for more details. 
 
Eph 4:11 & 12  Apostles, prophets and evangelists, pastors and teachers.  These gifts were 
essential to build the early church before we had the complete canon of scripture.   
 
vs. 13 means until the church would have a completed revelation. 
 
“Perfect” = spiritual maturity and complete understanding. 
 
Vs 14 makes it clear we needed a written, completed Word of God as bedrock doctrine. 
 
1 Cor. 3:9-15  Paul is speaking of the Judgment Seat of Christ.  You are only judged on the 
works you have done since you believed, not judged for sin.  (Christ was judged for your sin) 
 
2 Cor. 12:1  Paul have not yet received all the revelation from Christ that he eventually 
would.  (it took about 30 yrs).   
 
2 Tim 3:16  Notice that the things given in this passage is the same list as why the sign gifts 
had been given (Eph 4:11-12).  2 Timothy was written later in Paul's ministry after he had 



received most if not all revelation. 
 
Col 1:24  means to fulfill the word of God.  All wisdom = complete. 
 
If you want all wisdom and knowledge, you find them in the letters written into scripture by 
the apostle Paul.  Col 2:2-3 
 
1 Cor. 13:8-10  The sign gifts were meant to be temporary.  See vss 11 & 12.  As a child 
still has a lot to learn, so did the early church.   
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