
9/30/2018  "OUR MOTIVES FOR SERVING AND LIVING FOR GOD” 
 
Our motivation should be what He has already given us. 
 
2 Tim. 1:8 & 9  He saved us according to His own purpose and grace. 
He saved us to keep us out of hell, but also to glorify Him and accomplish His purposes in the earth 
today. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17-18  We are new creatures.  We have been given the ministry of reconciliation. 
 
We are often taught that to prove we are “real Christians” we will give up smoking, drinking, bad 
habits etc. and change our lifestyle in various ways. 
 
Adam was a created being.  God has taken us out of Adam and put us into Christ.  We are a new 
creature (we are not “born again").   
 
Eph. 2:11  We had no hope in time past (as gentiles).  There used to be a distinction between 
Gentile and Jew in terms of God’s favor.   We are not Jew nor Gentile today in Christ, we are a “new 
man”.   
 
Gal. 6:15  circumcision/uncircumcision no longer matter.   
2 Corinthians 5:17  The old things are Adam, the Law and circumcision. 
 
Vss. 18 & 19:  THIS is our commission – what we ought to be doing. 
 
2 Cor. 5:14  The love of God constrains us (motivates us). 
 
Gal. 2: 20  I am crucified with Christ, already a reality, not something to seek after or attain.   Paul 
describes living by the “faith of the Son of God" as his motivation.   
 
FAITH OF, not faith IN.  God’s faithfulness is what is meant, not our own.  God the Son was faithful 
to God the Father despite the horrors of the Cross.  That is “the faith of the Son of God” and we have 
that available to us today.  We are motivated by that faith and not by fear.   
 
We have been taught that if we do this good thing or that bad thing, we will be “blessed” or 
"punished”.  That is NOT true in this dispensation.   That is the old system of blessing and cursing 
given to Israel in Deuteronomy.  It is not the way we live in the age of Grace. 
 
Rom 2:3  repentance comes from understanding the goodness of God.   
Rom 6:1-4  No water is involved.  The Spirit baptizes us into Christ and His death at the moment we 
believe.  (there are several types of baptism…only one involves water) 
 
Matt 20:22-23  Jesus wasn’t speaking of water there, either. 
 
Rom. 6:6  We do not serve sin.  Reckon yourself dead to sin.  We need to let this thought guide our 
decisions in all things. 

1. Sin won’t have dominion over me because Christ give me power over sin. 
2. Sin won’t have dominion over me because I am dead to sin through Christ. 

 



1 Cor. 6:19 & 20  You are Christ’s possession.  You naturally want to honor and glorify Him from a 
heart of love and gratitude.    
 
We tend to think we have to “tow the mark" or suffer the consequences.  We should renew our 
minds in the Word to realize this isn’t true, it's bondage.  Our motivation is never fear, but love.   
 
Eph. 2:1-6  God’s love is our motivator.  He didn’t give us what we really deserve, but gave us 
everything we don’t deserve.  GRACE! 
 
Philippians 3:17  We need to follow Paul as he follows Christ.  Focus on heavenly things. (vs 20) 
Colossians 3:1  Our position in Christ, now.  Dead in him, hid with Christ in God.   
 
We try to judge ourselves and others why our or their behavior.  We beat ourselves up and try to fix 
things ourselves (this is from our Adamic nature, the old man).  
 
Also in our nature is the tendency to focus on the wrong things rather than the love of God.  We see 
all the “thou shalt nots" rather than focus on the real freedom we have in Christ.   
 
Titus 2:11  The grace of God has appeared to all men.  Vss 12-14  this is how we should live, what 
grace teaches us.  Grace doesn’t give us license to do whatever our flesh wants!   
 
YOUR NOTES:   


