
1-6-19  Sunday School lesson:  FORGIVENESS 
 
Zechariah 8:1-17  (a future description of Christ dwelling in Jerusalem)  “Mountain” is a 
reference to a kingdom or stronghold.   
 
“the seed” refers to Israel in vs 12. 
vs 13-15  more promises to Israel 
vs 17  “let none of you imagine evil against your neighbor” - this is forgiveness. 
 
Zech. 7:9 & 10  some conditions of the Kingdom. 
 
Matt. 18:21  Peter asks Jesus about forgiveness.  Jesus answers with parable.  Vs 23 about 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 
Vs 35  shows God's attitude toward those who refuse to forgive others who trespass.  It's 
conditional, as with most things pertaining to Israel.   
 
Matt. 5 & 6 The Sermon on the Mount, aka the Beatitudes.  Vs 7 in particular, for those going 
into that Kingdom.   
 
1 John 3:3  the hope purifies them.  This ties in with the Beatitude – blessed are the pure in 
heart for they shall see God. 
 
1 John 2:27  they will have an anointing that will enable them to do all the things Jesus 
talked about and which the apostle John taught. 
 
Matt 6:12-15  lines up perfectly with Zechariah 7 & 8, and the parable Jesus used in Matt. 18. 
 
Forgiveness is to not collect a debt that is owed you.  Is is NOT forgetting or pretending it 
didn't happen, or not being offended.  It means NOT seeking revenge or retribution for what 
was done against you. 
 
What would motive forgiveness then?  With Israel, it was a requirement to enter into the 
Kingdom.   
 
Luke 1:68-78  Zacharias gives a prophecy about his son, who will be known later as John the 
Baptizer.  See vs 71 – THAT's motivation.   
 
Matt. 6:24-34  If you believed all of those things, wouldn't have motivate you to forgive?  If 
you are certain God is going to take care of every need and concern, forgiveness is much 
easier.   
 
But what about You and I, in the Body of Christ today?  What is our motivation?   
WE HAVE ALREADY BEEN FORGIVEN!   
 
Acts 13:38  In the dispensation of Grace, forgiveness is already yours.  The Kingdom program 



was set aside and forgiveness is already a present possession for believers.   
 
Rom 4:24, 25  Our offenses were all paid for, all atoned for, at the Cross. 
 
2 Corinthians 2:10-11  one of satan's devices is a feeling of isolation, leading to bitterness, 
etc.  Paul was concerned about this. 
 
Eph 4:31-32, Col. 3:12, 13 
 
Israel had to activate God's promises through their obedience.  1 John 2:3 is an example and 
ties in with what Jesus taught about the seed and the sower.   
 

Rom. 12: 10-21  is a list of things that govern our Christian lives.  Vs 19 is relevant to the 
topic of forgiveness.  We do not have the right to seek revenge when we are wronged. 

  

11 am Message:  WHAT CHURCH ARE YOU IN? 
 
Psalm 22:22, Heb 2:12  “church” meaning congregation.  The words are synonymous:  the 
same group of people.   
 
Heb. 2:1 & 2  comparison between Moses and Jesus.  Vs 8 “wilderness” was Israel, going 
through it.  Vs 11 “my rest” important term to remember.  God refers to “My rest” a lot. 
 
Acts 7:36  Stephen addressing the leaders of Israel.  Vs 38  “the church in the wilderness” 
was the Hebrew people (Israel) in the wilderness following Moses in the Exodus.   
Heb. 3:15  “in the provocation” is also referring to that same time period/event. 
 
Heb 4:1  another warning to not fall short of the promises; entering into His rest.  The 
conditions have NOT changed.  Vs 2  what gospel was preached to them?  The Gospel of the 
Kingdom – just like the Gospel of Rest.  (remember there are many gospels in the Bible!) 
 
Unbelief fouled things up for Israel following Moses, and also for Israel when they refused to 
believe Jesus' ministry and teachings.   
 
Heb 4:4  Creation.  Why did God take 6 days to make everything and then rest on the 7th day?  
It was a teaching moment for Israel.  “his rest” means the fulfillment of the Kingdom 
promises.  The gospel preached in the wilderness included peace, fulfillment of God's 
promises and covenants.  This is essentially the same message Jesus brought to the people 
(see Matt, Mark, Luke and John).   
 
Vss. 8-11  The writer of Hebrews is saying they should labor to enter all promises of the 
Kingdom.  Work for 6 days, rest on the 7th.  The Sabbath Day observance is not for us, but is 
a type/picture of what God intends to do with Israel in the future.   
 
Exod. 31:12-17  God establishes the sabbath of rest to Israel.   
 



Why was there a death penalty?  Because Day 7 is an act of God!  Man should not break it.   
Psalm 132:11-14  God declares His resting and dwelling place.  Vs 14  His rest will be when 
Jesus is sitting on David's throne, literally – the fulfillment of the Kingdom. 
 
Deut. 12:1-3  Israel DID NOT do these things.  vs. 9  they had not yet come to the place of 
inheritance.  But we know Israel totally disobeyed and never obtained “the rest” or their 
inheritance.   
 
Isaiah 14:1-3  he repeats the promises of God's rest.  Vs 4 is a reference to the future 
antichrist. 
Vs 7  As a result of God giving them rest, the entire earth will benefit.   
Matt. 11:28  Jesus meant the Kingdom when He said “rest”.  What caused labor and heavy 
laden was the heavy requirements of the Law.   
 
Heb. 4:2  The same gospel was the Kingdom gospel of rest.  “Repent and be baptized”. 
 
“Apostle and High Priest” is not who Christ is to us in the Body of Christ today.  He holds a 
different position to the Church right now.  (the Head).   
 
The Holy Spirit is our intercessor, and Paul is our apostle. 
 
“Church” doesn't always mean the same “called out assembly”;  it can refer to different 
groups of people at different times.   
 
Heb. 4:9  It hasn't happened yet.  And those addressed are told to labor to enter into His rest.   
 
Ezekiel 37:11  “the whole house of Israel”.  Vs 12:  the Palestinian Covenant – one of the 5 
Covenants of God. 
Vs 14 refers to the Jeremiah 31:31 prophecy, the last Covenant of Promise (the 5th).  Vs 21:  
more Palestinian promises – Israel will be gathered together in the Kingdom.   
Vs 24:  see also Jeremiah 31:31 
vs 28:  complete fulfillment of the Kingdom. 
 
What do we know about the Church, the Body of Christ?  In the Body of Christ, there is 
“neither Jew nor Gentile”.   
 
Eph 2:11-16  Christ abolished the enmity between them and made of them one new man.   
Gal 3:26-28 
   
Col 1:27  We have Christ Himself dwelling in US.   
 
2 groups of people will be in the Kingdom of Heaven on earth:  resurrected Old Testament 
saints/believers AND those who survive the Tribulation (ie “endure to the end”).  Nobody in 
the Body of Christ will be included in that number.  Why?  We will already be in heavenly 
places with our Lord. 
 



1 Thess. 4:13 & 14  The catching away, also known as the rapture.  This is NOT the second 
coming of Christ.  Note the verses are clear that He will come in the air to take us away, and 
is not the same event of when He returns mid way through the Great Tribulation as spoken of 
in prophecy or Revelation. 
 
Phil 3:20-21  We will be changed and receive a new glorified body, like His.  We will need this 
to happen in order to dwell in the heavenlies.  If God was going to leave His church on the 
earth, this would not be necessary. 
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